
From all of the 

St. Raymond community 

Congratulations and 

Good Luck!!

With the joyous season of Eas-

ter setting the tone, spring at 

St. Raymond is full of beginnings 

and transitions. April finds the sec-

ond grade students receiving their 

First Eucharist, the culmination of 

a year of preparation and growth in 

their faith under the watchful eyes 

of Mrs. Maggie Ringle and Mrs. 

Pam Hovanic.  For the children and 

their families, these were special 

days of celebration and joy.

 June marks another transition, 

the completion of our eighth grade 

students’ time at St. Raymond 

School. Wrapped in the warmth 

and sunlight of the first day of 

June, 31 students closed one chap-

ter of their lives. Surrounded by the 

love, smiles and tears of their fami-

lies and friends, the Class of 2007 

donned their robes and made their 

entrance into the wide world of 

secondary education. Marked by a 

wonderful spirit of camaraderie, the 

Class of 2007 leaves St. Raymond 

full of promise and enthusiasm.  
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 You, too, supported this initiative by your generous participation 
in this year’s auction resulting in $10,600 toward the project. The 
Knights of Columbus also made a recent gift of $3,825 in support of 
this work. Fr. Bob, on behalf of the parish, has also pledged $25,000 
and the school has $34,893 committed to fund the work. We will 
commence the work this summer to improve infrastructure, extend 
wireless capability, and provide better tools for our teachers and 
students in keeping with the findings of the report and its recom-
mendations. Thank you to all for this important collaboration.
 Something which we always work very hard to do is to continu-
ally improve, promote and enhance communication. We also try 
very hard to be good stewards of our resources. Our communica-
tions ad-hoc subcommittee found that, in large part, we are suc-
ceeding. In an informal audit we discovered that one interesting 
benefit of moving toward electronic communication is that we 
saved approximately 350 pages of paper per family this year!

Peace and continued blessings,

Tony Guevara
Principal

Dear St. Raymond Community,

This edition of our quarterly newsletter 
serves to highlight recent events, accom-

plishments, and advances at St. Raymond 
that demonstrate our commitment to the edu-

cation of the whole student in the context of our Catholic faith. Most 
notably, I would ask you to read the article about Tatjana Sitt, ’95, 
and her account about the role St. Raymond played in her life.
 Also in this issue is an item in regard to the graduation of the class 
of 2007, thirty-one new alumni poised to continue their education 
and make their marks on our world. Our congratulations and best 
wishes to them in all their future endeavors!
 The following three paragraphs were previously published in 
the final edition of the school newsletter but, since this publication 
reaches a significantly broader audience, I thought it important to 
include this information here.
 As I have mentioned in the past, the school and parish have a 
great need to update technology in the effort to improve the educa-
tional program and other services we provide. Our effort was given 
a tremendous boost by a “pro-bono” technology audit consultation 
by Deloitte & Touche made possible by the advocacy of one of our 
parents, Nancy Gieringer. The consultant, Shaun Snapp, conducted 
an extensive analysis and applied best practices in developing an 
eleven point proposal for our consideration. I can not begin to tell 
you how very important and valuable this work was and will con-
tinue to be in our efforts. This represents approximately a $40,000 
value to our school!

Educating the Hearts, Souls and Minds of Tomorrow

Message From our Principal

We were given a tremendous 
boost by a “pro-bono” 
technology audit consultation 
by Deloitte & Touche.

Eureka! The Fourth Grade Found It!

Mrs. De Young’s class has experienced California 
history up close and personal. The students worked 

throughout the year in preparation for a living history op-
portunity to step back in time to the 1800’s. Each student 
had a 19th century identity, dressed in 19th century clothes 
and had the adventure of living in 19th century California 
as they turned back the clock at Sutter’s Fort. 



Bryce Hixson, a nationally known au-
thor and science educator, brought 

out the fun in teaching science for elemen-
tary teachers from throughout the Diocese 
during a hands-on science workshop. The 
workshop, in support of the implementa-
tion of the new Diocesan Science standards, 
was organized by St. Raymond School.

St. Raymond students shone at the the 
TriValley Science and Engineering Fair. 
Twenty-three seventh and eighth grade 
students took on the challenge of the In-
tel affiliated event. They brought home 
an astonishing three Firsts, eight Sec-
onds, three Thirds and eight Honorable 
Mentions, as well as five Special Awards. 
This science fair, sponsored by Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory, provides 
our students with an unparalleled op-
portunity to demonstrate what they have 
learned and interact with some of the 
brightest minds in science. 

Educating the Hearts, Souls and Minds of Tomorrow

Getting Into 
Science

Congratulations!!

From the Mind of a Genius
The sixth grade stepped into the mind 

of a genius in their trip to the Da 
Vinci exhibit’s only Northern California 
stop at the Aerospace Museum of Cali-
fornia. The Da Vinci exhibit features 
more than 60 working models and in-
teractive displays of some of Da Vinci’s 
inventions, as well as replicas of Da 
Vinci’s known paintings. The 33 sixth 
graders exploration of the exhibit caught 

the eye of a Sacramento Bee reporter and 
they were part of the Bee’s Metro cover-
age on the Da Vinci exhibit. 
 A picnic lunch under the wings of 
aircraft in the airpark was followed by 
a flight simulator ride, with the wish by 
one of the docents that the day’s expe-
rience might prompt one of the students 
to take to the skies.  This could be the 
beginning of a great adventure!!



Is there a secret to the success of pa-
rochial school education? In academic 

journals, learned educators try to figure 
out how Catholic el-
ementary schools con-
tinue to deliver better-
prepared students to 
high schools. What is 
the key? 
 The key is …commu-
nity. Students are sur-
rounded by a commu-
nity committed to their 
progress, and they are 
challenged to contrib-
ute their full share. Stu-
dents know the sacrifice 
of their families and see 
deep commitment to the 
value of their education. 
Students work and their 
effort is supported by 
the community, which builds the strength 
within the student to persevere and try 
more difficult challenges. 

 On June 14, 2007, Tatjana Sitt, Class 
of 1995, received a PhD from UC Davis 
for her work in immunology. If you ask 

for her recipe for suc-
cess, she will tell you 
that it was in the rela-
tionships that shaped 
her, in her family val-
ues and in her commu-
nity here at St. Ray-
mond. Here she learned 
to dream and received 
the formation that sup-
ported the realization of 
her dreams.
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August 27 
First day of school

september 3 
no school

september 5 
Back to school Night  K - 5

september 6  
 Back to school Night 6 - 8

september 28 
no school 

OctOber 5, 6, 7  
Parish Festival

OctOber 8  
no school

OctOber 18  
Sacramental Parent meeting

Mark Your Calendars 
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The REAL Secret of Success  

To all those who 

dare to dream,  

Congratulations!!




